
OPINION PARAGRAPHS 
QUESTION: 

 
STEP 1: DECIDE IF YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH THE QUESTION. 
STEP 2: LIST AT LEAST 5 REASONS WHY YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE. 
STEP 3: CIRCLE YOUR BEST 3 REASONS. 
 
STRUCTURE: REMEMBER REDC 

INTRODUCTION HOOK, MAIN REASONS, OPINION 
  
 

BODY PARAGRAPH #1 

REASON #1 
EXAMPLE 
DETAILS 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

TRANSITION 
 
 

BODY PARAGRAPH #2 

REASON #2 
EXAMPLE 
DETAILS 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

TRANSITION 
 

BODY PARAGRAPH #3 
REASON #3 
EXAMPLE 
DETAILS 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

CONCLUSION RESTATE OPINION & 3 REASONS 

Task: Write a minimum of three paragraphs expressing an opinion on the topic 
below.  Develop your main idea with supporting details (proof, facts, examples, 
etc.). 

 
Purpose and  
Audience: An adult who is interested in your opinion. 
 
Length: The lined space provided for your written work indicates the approximate length 

of the writing expected. 
 
Topic: Are cellphones necessary in teenagers’ lives? 

Means you need to write REDC paragraphs.  Aim for 
5 paragraphs (1 intro., 3 body, 1 conclusion, always 
the same) 

Think about TONE.  You want to be persuasive. 

USE ALL THE SPACE PROVIDED. 

TRANSITIONS:	  
Link	  ideas	  and	  paragraphs	  for	  
better	  flow	  
	  

ü To	  show	  similarities	  
between	  ideas:	  likewise,	  in	  
the	  same	  way,	  similarly	  

	  
ü To	  show	  differences	  

between	  ideas:	  on	  the	  
other	  hand,	  even	  though,	  
however	  
	  

ü To	  show	  emphasis:	  in	  
fact,	  for	  this	  reason	  
	  

ü To	  add	  information:	  in	  
addition,	  also,	  furthermore,	  
another	  

	  
ü To	  conclude	  or	  

summarize:	  in	  conclusion,	  
as	  a	  result,	  finally,	  
therefore	  



MULTIPLE CHOICE 
QUESTION: “Record the best or most correct answer on the Student Answer Sheet.” 

 
STRATEGY 
 
 
Read 
Question 

 
Look for key terms. 
 
Decide what the question is 
asking. 
 
Decide if you are looking for the 
BEST answer or the RIGHT answer. 
 

 
 
 
Read 
Possible 
Answers 

 
Look carefully for 
differences/similarities between 
the answers.  Some might only 
have small differences. 
 
 
If you don’t know, begin by 
eliminating wrong answers (ones 
that do not answer the question, 
do not provide enough 
information, provide incorrect 
details, are too general, etc.) 
 

 
Answer 

 
If you arrive at 2 possible answers, 
pick the best one. 
If you do not know, always guess. 
 

ü Choose the BEST/MOST correct answer.  Some answers may be partially right/wrong, but only 
one is the correct choice. 
 

ü NEVER LEAVE A QUESTION BLANK.  Always guess at an answer. 
 

ü Do no waste time looking for patterns on the Scantron.  Don’t assume because the last three 
answers were ‘b’, the next one is also ‘b’. 

	  

TIPS:	  
	  
1.	  Watch	  for	  these	  words	  when	  reading	  the	  
	  	  	  	  question,	  these	  words	  can	  change	  the	  
	  	  	  	  meaning	  of	  a	  question:	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  all	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  always	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  best	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  frequently	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  least	  	  	  	  	  	  most	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  never	  	  	  	  	  	  	  none	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  often	  	  	  	  	  tend	  to	  
	  
2.	  Make	  sure	  to:	  

ü Read	  every	  word	  in	  every	  question	  
ü Read	  every	  word	  in	  every	  answer	  

	  
*	  It	  is	  easy	  to	  skip	  over	  words	  or	  imagine	  

ones	  that	  are	  not	  actually	  there!	  
	  
3.	  If	  you	  are	  looking	  for	  the	  RIGHT	  answer,	  it	  
	  	  	  	  means	  the	  other	  choices	  are	  wrong	  or	  
	  	  	  	  partly	  wrong.	  
	  
4.	  If	  you	  are	  looking	  for	  the	  BEST	  answer,	  it	  
	  	  	  	  means	  the	  other	  answers	  are	  partly	  right,	  
	  	  	  	  but	  one	  is	  better	  than	  the	  others.	  
	  
5.	  To	  indicate	  your	  answer,	  fill	  in	  the	  circle	  
	  	  	  	  	  completely:	  
	  

NOT	  like	  this	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Like	  this!	  



INFORMATION PARAGRAPH: SUMMARY WRITING 
 

QUESTION 
 
 
 
 
 
STRUCTURE      

      
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
EXEMPLAR:  
Hooray	  for	  Snow	  Days!	  
	  
Many students go to bed hoping that while they are sleeping, the weather will bring them a surprise gift: a 
day off school. However, a snow day usually takes a lot more than just snow! 
 
The decision to close the schools due to bad weather is made by the superintendent, the directors, or 
sometimes the chairperson. The most important consideration is safety. If the roads are not clear, students 
can’t get to school. The school officials need to know how soon the road crews will be able to salt, sand, 
or plow the roads. If the roads are clear before the buses leave to pick up children, then school will open. 
If the roads are too slippery, icy, or snow-covered to travel on, the school may have no choice but to close 
for the day. This makes students very happy. They can play outside, sleep in, or even do their homework! 
 
One type of weather that sometimes results in school being cancelled is freezing rain. Freezing rain 

 
TOPIC SENTENCE 
 

“This selection is 
about…” 

 
TOPIC: 1-2 WORDS 
    + 
WHAT ABOUT TOPIC? 
    = 
MAIN IDEA 
 

 
SUPPORTING 

DETAILS 
 

 
Write SPECIFIC FACTS 
FROM THE SELECTION 
that support the main 
idea. 
 

Summarize this selection.  Include the main 
idea and specific details from the selection 
that supports it. LENGTH: Use all the lines, do not write more than 

the space provided.	  

SUMMARIZE: means DO NOT include your personal 
opinion.  Only write about facts from the selection. 

DETAILS:  Transfer (copy) all information carefully.  
Double check the spelling of the details you copy 
from the paragraph.	  

TIPS:	  
	  
1.	  Ask	  yourself:	  

v Why	  did	  someone	  write	  this	  
paragraph?	  

v What	  were	  they	  trying	  to	  tell	  me?	  
v What	  do	  all	  the	  facts/details	  relate	  to?	  

	  
2.	  Look	  at	  the	  picture.	  
	  
3.	  The	  main	  idea	  is	  often	  introduced	  in	  the	  
	  	  	  	  first	  3-‐4	  sentences	  of	  the	  selection.	  
	  
4.	  Acronym:	  TWM	  -‐	  D	  

	  



happens when rain falls from the sky in liquid form, but is below zero degrees. This is called supercooled 
rain. When this rain hits the ground, or cars, or trees, or buildings, it instantly forms a thin layer of ice. In 
1998, Quebec and Eastern Ontario received so much freezing rain that millions of dollars of damage 
resulted, and many people could not stay in their homes. 
When freezing rain occurs, driving conditions are very dangerous. This makes it more likely for the 
school officials to close the schools and tell students to stay home rather than travel. So rather than hoping 
for a snow day, maybe students should start asking for a rain day! 
 
 

According to this selection, i t  takes more than snow to close a 
school for the day.  The decision to declare a snowday is based on student 
safety.  If the roads are not clear or too slippery for travel, the superintendent, 
director or chairperson will close schools for the day.  Another factor that can lead 
to a snowday is freezing rain, which creates poor road conditions that are too 
dangerous for students to be travelling on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRAPHIC TEXTS 
 
QUESTION 

 
 
 

 
 
STRUCTURE     
 
BEFORE 

READING 

 
Examine the titles, headings, captions, and 
images. 
 
Start with the title, it tells you what the graphic is 
about. 
 

 
DURING 
READING 

 
READ ALL LABELS.  The most important labels 
may be in capital letters, bold type or larger font. 
 
FOLLOW ARROWS AND LINES.  They may be 
used to show direction, movement or 
connections. 
 
Identify the relationships between the visuals and 
information presented. 
 
LOOK FOR USE OF SYMBOLS.  Some graphics 
have a legend or key to explain specific symbols. 
 

 
AFTER 

READING 

 
Read the question carefully.  Look at all related 
areas in the graphic text that can help you 
answer. 
 
Always select an answer.  If you do not know, 
guess. 
 

MULTIPLE CHOICE: Record the best or most 
correct answer on the Student Answer Sheet) 
 
 

Choose the BEST/MOST CORRECT answer. 
 
NEVER leave an answer blank. 

All questions are related to information in the 
graphic text.	  

TIPS:	  
	  
1.	  SCAN	  the	  text	  for	  
	  	  	  	  answers	  –	  move	  your	  
	  	  	  	  eyes	  all	  over	  the	  page	  –	  
	  	  	  	  up,	  down,	  across	  rather	  
	  	  	  	  than	  just	  left	  to	  right.	  
	  
2.	  Read	  the	  question	  
	  	  	  	  carefully	  before	  going	  
	  	  	  	  back	  to	  the	  graphic	  text	  
	  	  	  	  to	  find	  the	  answer.	  	  
	  	  	  	  Know	  what	  information	  
	  	  	  	  you	  are	  looking	  for.	  
	  
3.	  Keep	  the	  specific	  
	  	  	  	  question	  in	  mind	  when	  
	  	  	  	  scanning	  so	  you	  do	  not	  
	  	  	  	  get	  overwhelmed	  by	  all	  
	  	  	  	  the	  other	  information.	  
	  
4.	  Block	  out	  sections	  of	  the	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  graphic	  text	  when	  
	  	  	  	  attempting	  to	  answer	  a	  
	  	  	  	  question	  so	  that	  you	  are	  
	  	  	  	  not	  distracted	  by	  the	  rest	  
	  	  	  	  of	  the	  images	  and	  words	  
	  	  	  	  on	  the	  page.	  
	  
5.	  Read	  on	  question	  at	  a	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  time.	  



NEWS REPORTS 
QUESTION 

 
 
 
STRUCTURE 
 

HEADLINE ALREADY TYPED AT TOP 
 
LEAD 
PARAGRAPH 
 

 
WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY 
 

“Yesterday, in Renfrew, Ontario a group 
of students from St. Joseph’s Catholic 
High School…” 
 

 
BODY 
 

 
Describe exactly what happened using 
important details. 
 
Use at least two direct quotes.  These can be 
from a witness, participant, expert, student, 
principal, etc. 
 

 
ENDING 
 

 
Give a less important piece of information.  
This can be contact information, what might 
happen in the future, how citizens can get 
involved etc. 
 

Task: Write a news report on the next page based on the headline and picture below.  
• You will have to make up the facts and information to answer some or all of the following 

questions: Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?. 
• You must relate your newspaper report to both the headline and the picture. 

 
Purpose and Audience: to report on an event for the readers of a newspaper. 
 
Length: The lined space provided for your written work indicated the approximate length of writing 

  expected.  
 

Use all the space provided (1pg).  Minimum 3 short 
paragraphs…12 sentences total.  DO NOT exceed the lines. 

TIPS:	  
	  
1.	  Most	  OSSLT	  news	  report	  
	  	  	  	  topics	  are	  about	  community	  
	  	  	  	  and/or	  school	  events.	  
	  
2.	  MAKE	  UP	  ALL	  THE	  INFORMATION.	  	  
	  	  	  	  It	  should	  be	  REALISTIC	  and	  
	  	  	  	  DETAILED.	  
	  
3.	  Write	  in	  third	  person	  (she,	  he,	  
	  	  	  	  they,	  it).	  	  DO	  NOT	  use	  “I”.	  
	  
4.	  Use	  transition	  words	  to	  link	  
	  	  	  	  sentences	  and	  paragraphs:	  

ü Yesterday	  
ü Meanwhile	  
ü For	  example	  
ü In	  addition	  
ü As	  a	  result	  
ü Next,	  later,	  before,	  then	  

	  
5.	  Focus	  on	  ONE	  TOPIC	  and	  use	  
	  	  	  	  SPECIFIC	  DETAILS.	  



SCORING GUIDE FOR LONG WRITING TOPIC DEVELOPMENT 
OSSLT: OPINION 

Code   Descriptor  

Blank The pages are blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided.  

Illegible The response is illegible, or irrelevant to the prompt.  

Off 
topic The response is off topic.  

Code 
10 

The response is related to the prompt but does not express an opinion.  

OR  

The response expresses an opinion with no supporting details or provides details unrelated 
to the opinion. There is no evidence of organization.  

Code 
20 

The response is related to the prompt, but only part of the response expresses and supports 
an opinion.  

OR  

The response is related to the prompt, and expresses and supports an opinion, but the 
opinion is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too few or 
repetitious. There is limited evidence of organization.  

Code 
30 

The response is related to the prompt and expresses a clear opinion. There are insufficient 
and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details to the opinion is not always 
clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from the overall communication.  

Code 
40 

The response is related to the prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed with 
sufficient supporting details, however only some are specific. The organization is mechanical 
and any lapses do not distract from the overall communication.  

Code 
50 

The response is related to the prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed with 
sufficient specific supporting details. The organization is logical.  

Code 
60 

The response is related to the assigned prompt. A clear and consistent opinion is developed 
with sufficient specific supporting details that are thoughtfully chosen. The organization is 
coherent demonstrating a thoughtful progression of ideas.  

 



SCORING GUIDE FOR LONG WRITING TOPIC DEVELOPMENT 
OSSLT: OPEN RESPONSE 

Code Descriptor 

Blank § Nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided  

Illegible* 
§ Response is illegible 
§ An illegible response cannot be read. 
§ A comment on the task (e.g., I don’t know.).  

Off topic/ 
Incorrect* 

§ Response is off topic, irrelevant or incorrect  
§ A typical off-topic response provides no information from the reading selection.  
§ A typical irrelevant response comments on the reading selection or simply restates 

the question.  
§ A typical incorrect response provides an answer based on a misunderstanding of 

the question AND/OR the ideas in the reading selection OR only an opinion with 
no support.  

Code 10 

§ Response indicates minimal reading comprehension 
§ Response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the 

reading selection  
§ The response provides an opinion but explains it with irrelevant details from the 

reading selection or only own ideas.  
§ The response provides a fact or list of facts from the reading selection with no 

opinion. 

Code 20 

§ Response indicates some reading comprehension 
§ Response provides vague ideas and information from the reading selection; 

it may include irrelevant ideas and information from the reading selection  
§ The response provides vague support from the reading selection to explain 
§ The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the main 

idea and supporting detail(s). 
 

Code 30 

§ Response indicates considerable reading comprehension 
Response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information 
from the reading selection  

§ The response uses specific and relevant support from the reading selection to 
explain clearly.  

 
 
 
 
 



SCORING GUIDE FOR LONG WRITING TOPIC DEVELOPMENT 
OSSLT: SHORT WRITING TASK 

Code Description 

Blank § Nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided  

Illegible* 
§ Response is illegible.  An illegible response cannot be read. 
§ The response comments on the task (e.g., I don’t know).  

Off 
topic* 

§ Response is off topic or irrelevant to the prompt. 
§ A typical off-topic response is not related to the topic of a job.  
§ A typical irrelevant response comments on the topic (e.g., I don’t want to work.) or 

simply restates the question.  

Code 10 

 

§ Response is not developed or is developed with irrelevant ideas and 
information  

§ The response identifies an idea/topic,  but does not provide an explanation for the 
idea/topic OR provides an irrelevant explanation for the idea  

Code 20 

 

§ Response is developed with vague ideas and information; it may contain some 
irrelevant ideas and information  

§ The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the support 
provided and what is intended to prove.  

Code 30 

 

§ Response is developed with clear, specific and relevant ideas and information  
§ The response uses specific and relevant details to clearly explain the idea/topic.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCORING GUIDE FOR LONG WRITING TOPIC DEVELOPMENT 
OSSLT: NEWS REPORT 

 
Code Descriptor 

Blank The page is blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided.  

Illegible The response is illegible or irrelevant to the prompt.  

Off topic The response is off topic.  

Code 10 

The response is related to headline and/or photo but is not a news report.  

OR  

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo. It identifies an event, but 
provides no supporting details, or provides details that are unrelated to the event. There is no 
evidence of organization.  

Code 20 

The response is related to headline and/or photo but only partly in the form of a news report.  

OR  

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo, but the focus on an event 
is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too few or repetitious. 
There is limited evidence of organization.  

Code 30 
The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear focus on an event. There 
are insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details to the event is not 
always clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from the overall communication.  

Code 40 
The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent focus on 
an event. There are sufficient supporting details, however, only some are specific. The organization 
is mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overall communication.  

Code 50 
The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent focus on 
an event. There are sufficient specific supporting details to develop the news report. The organization 
is logical.  

 


